
Optional Summer Practice  

for Rising AP English Literature & Composition Students 

 

This year is finally over, and we are all ready for a nice summer break! 

If you have a little time though, we recommend that you complete one or two of the 

following optional things in preparation for next year's AP English Literature & Composition Class. 

  

Optional Summer AP Lit Practice Ideas: 

 Read a book of your choice: AP Literature is all about reading, so the more books you are 

familiar with, the better. Look through the AP Literature Reading List (Links to an external 

site.) for a great selection of novels of literary merit.  You can also get the audio version for 

many of these awesome books and listen to them in the car on the way to vacation. 

  

  Read How to Read Literature like a Professor by Dr. Thomas C. Foster.   We will be using this 

book extensively for literary analysis, so you could get an early jump on learning about and 

understanding the various patterns that appear in literature.   

  

 Review your AP Literary Terms (Links to an external site.):  It never hurts to make a few 

flashcards and review literary terms.  You can also practice lit terms using already-created 

online Quizlets. 

   

Be sure to rest and revive yourself after this strenuous year, but consider spending a little of your time 

completing some of these activities so that you can feel confident in August. 

   

"It has been my observation that most people get ahead during the time 

that others waste." 

                                                                                     - Henry Ford 

 

 

 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/ap-literature-reading-list
https://blog.prepscholar.com/ap-literature-reading-list
https://ca02208611.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=28052&dataid=11482&FileName=Literary%20Terms.pdf


AP English Language Overview 

 What is AP English Language and Composition?  

 The class is a study in rhetoric and writing. As such, it is very different form previous English classes 

you've taken. The focus is not on fiction but in close analysis of nonfiction passages and in-depth 

analysis in the form of written essays and individual and group projects and presentations.  

What skills will I learn? 

 development and revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing 

 the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts 

 the decisions writers make as they compose and revise 

 evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments 

 read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as 

forms of text—from a range of disciplines and historical periods 

How can I prepare myself over the summer so I don't start class in August 

without a clue? 

 Read the following article: Tap into the power to persuade by using these 6 techniques of clear 

and compelling speech. 

Understanding Rhetoric (Links to an external site.) by: Daryl Chen 

 When you are finished reading the article, scroll down to the bottom of the page and listen to Simon 

Lancaster's Speak Like a Leader.  

 Read the news this summer! Working on your skills of close reading and thinking will help jumpstart 

your success in the class. You need to be aware of the world, as well, as all that knowledge will help 

you form compelling arguments. Support is important, so the more you know, the stronger your 

arguments will be!  

 Watch Ted Talks for the same reason! 

 Here is a really cool contest the New York Times (Links to an external site.) does each summer for 

middle and high school students.  

 READ!! Read books! Fiction is great! Nonfiction is better! Look at the nonfiction section and find 

something you're interested in. Read a memoir! If you don't know where to start, ask your local 

librarian for some recommendations. Here is a list of books that have appeared on the AP literature 

exam (the 12th grade test), but it's great to start now! Classical Novel list-.docx download   

The class is a lot of fun, but it is HARD WORK! You will read and write a lot, but you will see growth if 

you take the class seriously. You'll be surprised at how much better your writing can be by the end of 

the year! 

https://ideas.ted.com/tap-into-the-power-to-persuade-by-using-these-6-techniques-of-clear-and-compelling-speech/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/15/learning/our-12th-annual-summer-reading-contest.html
https://ycsd.instructure.com/courses/18260/files/17259577?wrap=1
https://ycsd.instructure.com/courses/18260/files/17259577?wrap=1

